Message

From: Bolen, Derrick [bolen.derrick@epa.gov]
Sent: 5/8/2019 4:41:33 PM

To: Dunn, Alexandra [dunn.alexandra@epa.gov]
Subject: Fwd: Asbestos NYT Memos

Attachments: asbestos memos NYT 5-8-19.pdf; ATTO0001.htm

FYl

Thank you,
Derrick Bolen

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Hartman, Mark" <Hariman.Mark@epa.pov>
To: "Bolen, Derrick" <holen.derrick@ena.env>
Subject: Fwd: Asbestos NYT Memos

FYl
Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Pierce, Alison" <Pierce. dlison@iepa.gov>
To: "Hartman, Mark" <Hartman.Mark@epa.gov>
Subject: Asbestos NYT Memos

Memos attached, story below. -a

EP A Leaders Disregarded Agency’s Experts in Issuing Ashestos Rule, Memos Show

WASHINGTON ~ Sentor officials at the Environmental Protection Agency
disregarded the advice of their own scientists and lawvers in April when the
agency ssued a rule that restricted but did not ban asbhestos, according to two
wiemal wemos.

Because of its fiber strength and resistance to heat, asbestos has long been used in
msulation and construction materiads. It is also 18 a known carcinogen. Last
month’s rule kept open a way for manufacturers to adopt new uses for asbestos, or
return o cortain older uses, but only with E P A approval.

Andrew Wheeler, the E P A adoanustrator, said when the rule was ssued that #
would sigmficantly strengthen public health protections. Bt in the memos, dated
Aug. 10, more than a dozen of E P A s own experts urged the agency to ban
asbestos outright, 25 do most otber mdustniabized nations,

“Rather than allow for {even with restrictions) any new uses for asbestos, EP.A.
should seck to ban all new uses of asbestos because the extreme harm from this
chemical substance outweighs any benefit — and because there are adequate
alternatives to asbestos.” staff members wrote.
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Under President Trump, the E.P.A. has rolled back environmental rules and faced
criticism from puiling back on regulating toxic chemicals. Last month, the agency
woakened a proposed standard for clearme up sroundwater pollation caused by
toxic chemicals. In March it scaled back a proposed ban on a deadly chemcal in
topers. And 1t reigoied a proposed ban on the use of ehlovrpyridos. a
pesticide that has sickened farmn workers and been linked to developmental
disabilities in their children

Michael Abboud, an E.P A spokesman, declined to address why the Trump
administration had acted against the advice of the agency’s in-house experts,
saving in a statement, “We dor’t comment on deliberative intra-agency
comments.” He referred The New York Times to the ageney’'s news release about
the mule.
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